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Defense Counsel of Rhode Island Annual Meeting 
Distinguished Attorneys Honored 

Officers & Directors Elected 

 

PROVIDENCE, RI – Defense Counsel of Rhode Island held its Annual Meeting 

on June 24, 2009 at The University Club in Providence, Rhode Island.  Three attorneys – 

John F. Dolan, Joseph A. Kelly and Raymond A. LaFazia - were honored for their long 

and outstanding service and dedication to the defense bar.   

 

In making the presentations, DCRI President Robert J. Quigley, Jr. said, “The 

three attorneys honored today have different styles, personalities and approaches to trying 

a case.  However, each in his own way has been a mentor for younger attorneys.  Each 

through his character, civility and competency is an exemplary attorney for the defense 

bar and our profession in general.” 

 

Also, at the meeting, officers and directors were elected for the coming year.  The 

officers and directors elected for 2009 - 2010 are:  

 

President  Robert J. Quigley, Jr. of McKenney, Quigley, Izzo & Clarkin 

President-Elect: Brooks R. Magratten of Pierce Atwood LLP 

Vice President: Howard A. Merten of Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP 

Secretary:  Rebecca McSweeney of Jackson Lewis LLP 

Treasurer:  Amy Beretta of the Law Offices of Amy Beretta 

 

Directors:  Robert P. Corrigan of Hines & Corrigan, Inc. 

Joel K. Gerstenblatt of Gerstenblatt Law Offices, Ltd 

   James V. Murray of the Law Offices of James V. Murray 

William F. White of White, Carlin & Kelly, P.C. 
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Continuing on the board of directors are: 

 

Michael J. Reed, Jr. of the Law Offices of Michael J. Reed, Jr. 

(Past President) 

Kelly Michels Sweeney of Hanson Curran LLP  

(DRI State Representative) 

Stephen B. Lang of Higgins, Cavanagh & Cooney, LLP 

Faith A. LaSalle of the Law Offices of Faith A. LaSalle 

   Holly R. Rao of Olenn & Penza, LLP 

Rajaram Suryanarayan of Gunning & LaFazia 

 

Defense Counsel of Rhode Island is the state association of lawyers whose 

practice primarily involves representing defendants in civil cases.  Members of DCRI 

include lawyers engaged in private practice, corporate counsel and insurance company 

counsel.  DCRI provides educational and support services for its members.  DCRI also 

serves as an advocate for its members on legislative issues that impact the defense bar 

and the judicial system. 
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