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Defense Counsel of Rhode Island Elects Officers and Directors at 

Annual Meeting 
 

PROVIDENCE, RI – Defense Counsel of Rhode Island held its Annual Meeting 

on June 8, 2011 at The University Club in Providence, Rhode Island.   

 

The featured speaker was Rhode Island Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul A. 

Suttell.   

 

Howard A. Merten, incoming DCRI president extended his congratulations to 

outgoing president Brooks R. Magratten on his successful tenure in office.  A plaque 

expressing appreciation to Mr. Magratten was also presented by DRI Northeast Regional 

Director Christopher A. Kenney. 

 

The officers and directors elected for 2011 - 2012 are:  

 

President  Howard A. Merten of Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP 

President-Elect: Faith A. LaSalle of the Law Offices of Faith A. LaSalle 

Vice President: John F. Kelleher of Higgins, Cavanagh & Cooney, LLP 

Secretary:  Rebecca McSweeney of Rebecca McSweeney, Esq. 

Treasurer:  Amy Beretta of the Law Offices of Amy Beretta 

 

Directors:  Kevin J. Flannery of the Law Offices of James V. Murray 

Joel K. Gerstenblatt of Gerstenblatt Law Offices, Ltd 

Katy A. Hynes of Adler Pollock & Sheehan P.C. 

Sheri L. Pizzi of Taylor Duane Barton & Gilman, LLP 

Robert J. Quigley, Jr. of McKenney, Quigley, Izzo & Clarkin  

   Lauren D. Wilkins of Langlois, Wilkins, Furtado & Metcalf, P.C. 

William F. White of White, Carlin & Kelly, P.C. 
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Continuing on the board of directors are: 

 

Brooks R. Magratten of Pierce Atwood LLP (Past President) 

Michael J. Reed, Jr. of the Law Offices of Michael J. Reed, Jr. 

 (DRI State Representative) 

   Bruce J. Balon of the Law Office of Michael D. Lynch 

Thomas R. Bender of Hanson Curran LLP 

Holly R. Rao of Olenn & Penza, LLP 

    

Defense Counsel of Rhode Island is the state association of attorneys defending 

the interests of business and individuals in civil litigation.  Members of DCRI include 

lawyers engaged in private practice, corporate counsel and insurance company counsel.  

DCRI provides educational and support services for its members.  DCRI also serves as an 

advocate for its members on legislative issues that impact the defense bar and the judicial 

system. 
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